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| now well upon what 
account the Teſt- Act came into ſo 
._ machcreditithad withyouand others, 
I when Time ſerv'd; as if in the Pre- 
„ . . . ſervation thereof the Safety of the 
Church of Ge { which you thought then in 


4 
danger Epi 
Ace 2 whole Epilc 


a Whole opal Government 


© A'veryfond and prejudicate Conteit ! For E. 
piſco cy bath bin in the Land ever fince it 7 ar 
oi : A thr i Rath e 
inſt Presbytery durivp the Reigns of aft our 
Ams {Ce . melexd hath bin 3 King dom, how can 
Security Les bin brooght to it by the Teltz as 
e e uhs Tf, 451 


That no Perſom hut ſack as take rhe Oath < 


fubſantiation,and take the Sacra 9 
to the Liturgy of the Church” o England, ſhall 
Have Offices in the 7 ſappoling t 
taking the Oaths of Fit 48 to the Oncen an 

redouhceing Tranſabftantiation be ftin enjoin'd, 


n 
bat the Tofandtion of the laſt, that is, the taking 
the Sacrament, be repeal d, and That only (for 
this is all that any Proteſtant deſires to be taken 
off ) what hurts there indeed ever like to come 
to t e Church b it? There is nothing but the 
Feeping ſome Diſſenters ont of Offices inthe mat- 
bes Ike moſt of the an now, that are 
moderate and judicious, do reckon it no 5 togo 
to Chack ſometimes, as well as to Meetings; and 


they may as Well cake the Sacramentthere (Beine 
Fe e poo kun seen 
ns Ibale Advantage then the Churctr gets by 

_  - this Sacramental Telt maybe put inte your eye, 
when you ſee how few are kept᷑ out of an 


Tube Credit then of that Act, we may be ou 
of doubt, did ariſe from the Eſſay and Buſtie 


King James made to take it away; who was ſo 


earneſt in cloſeting Perſons about it, and uſing 


5 x: all endeayour he couldto-get. a Parliament to do 


it: which made us then, out of fear, to hold it 


| aſter, It was not for letting Diſſenters into Of 


without that i could fabait no longer? © | the 
- Thewhote Teft-A& does bi ork balet is, pl Are. þ 


premacy and Allegiance, and renoutce 1785 | 
nt accox ; 


- nother to ſin and ruin His Soul, is 
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Fees; tho he was for luring all Partys to his Aim, 
but it was for his beloved Papiſts ſake. It was 
not the impofing the Sacrament according to the 
Lirurꝑy, but the impoſing the Oath of ſupremacy, 
and renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, on all Per- 
ſons permitted to have Offices, that mov'd him 
fo much, for repealing that Act. . 5 
I here is no ſuch ſtreſs therefore to be laid on 
the Teſ now, as there was then; neither are 
there any now for taking it off, to that end King 
ames had in it. We are ſtill fer impoſing the 
ths of Fidelity to the Queen, and renouncing 
Tranſubſtantiation (as ee Jon all 
Rat! lets, Sarkeein Papiſts from being 
let ate them, and Popery bre n 
— 


ö d 
nion! 


we are againſt the making the receiving 
Holy Sacrament way}. to temporal Im- 
ymants; and we are not for a total Repeal 
of that Al, but of that Clauſe only (as thelike 
is done already in the Corporation-Act, which 
he youſtand upon as much as this) and indeed 
or this reaſon altogether, becauſe ofthe Sinand 
Scandal that is in it, h 3 

But Juppoſe there were then ſome little Secu- 
rity tothe Church by the Teſt, it is a Security 
by Iniquity ; and the Church it ſelf may nor be 
fecur'dby that which is evil. Non datur Poteſtas 
ad Malim. To make the ſacred Ordinance of 
Chriſt a Qualification to Civil Offices, is a pro- 


faning it: A Profanation of it is a piece of Ini- 


quity. Ifyou go to eſtabliſh Iniquity by a Law, 
you may bring a Woe upon you: And I hope 
that you who ſeem ſo zealous for the Church of 
England, do love it better than ſo; that is, to 
be content to have it ſupported no better than 
by ſo rotten a Poſt, as this Sacramental Teſt, 

Tad at ng whereby occaſion is given to a- 
Lroin Bi properly Scam 
dal. The Teſt-AR, as to this Claufe of it that 
0 $3 receiving the Sacrament to be neceſſury co 


alify a Man tor Civil or Military Offices, does 
give occaſion to all Pei ſons that have Offices; 
whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts, tocome 
to the Sacrament to this end, tho they be ever 
ſo profane, and neyer elſe would come at all 3 


and ſotthey fin by eating and drinking their own 


Damnation, and ruid their Souls, This Clauſe 
therefore of the Teft-AR oiight to be taken of, 
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ſione ni Yume! . 
And foraſmuch therefore, as in the late Act men- 


tion'd, for ſecuring the Church, the Doſtrina and Bill fa brrvent th Pro 


Wor ip thereof is put in as well as the Govern- 


ment; ſo that a Care is to be had that her ſacred 


Iuſtigutions be not proſan d, as well as Ep 
cy eſtabliſh'd; it is fit this Clauſe of th 


Act be repeal'd, to preſerve her Morſbip gure, as 


the reſt of it to ſtand in force, for preſervation 
of its Government. 1 
As for the Occaſional Bill, which was carry'd 


on two Parliaments, it had the Tittle of A Bil 
for preventing Occaſional Conformity, which is this 


Sin of receiving the Sacrament only for an Office; 
and there is therefore ſo much of Religion and 
the Cauſe of God in it, as may induce man 
Members of both Houſes (theBiſhops eſpecially 
to revolve and conſider two things that were in 
it: the one that was pretended, and made the 


Shewz the other which was intended, and in 


earnelt ſought. 3 - 

That pretended, and accordivg to the Title 
(as F have now ſaid) was the preventing Occaſio- 
nal Couformity, which is the receiving the Sacra- 
ment only for an Office, . without any regard to 


the ſacred End for whichit was inſtituted; which 


is indeed a great Evil, and ( qua Evil) to be pre- 
vented. | And ſeeing a Pretence was then made 
ofit, the righteous God and good Men may now 
exper it, and many of both Houſes not endure 
to have God mock'd, and ſo much Stir and Shew 


0 d 
come to nothing. If this Work then be not left 


deceitfully undone ( which if it be may bring a 
Curſe) the Sin muſt be prevented, and that in all 


| Perſons Conformiſt and Nonconformiſt, and that 


can be no otherwiſe effectually done than by a 


Bill, to this effect. Whereas there is a Statute 
made in Charles the Scond's time, which, for 


the preventing the Danger that may ariſe from Po- 
Þiſp Recuſants, does require a Submiſſion to three 
things by thoſe that have Offices; one to take the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, a ſecond to 
renounce Tranſubſtantiation, and a third to take 
the Sacrament according to the Liturgy ; the 


laſt whereof does give occaſion to many to take 


itonly for an Office, which isa Profanation of it : 


Be it Enacted, That no Perſon from hencefor- 


wards, who does take the Oaths of Fidelity to 


the Queen, and renounce Tranſubſtantiatian, 


Mall be ipgag'd any longer to take the Sacrament 


to qualify him for any temporal Office whatſoe- 


ver; that Statute or any other to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. And thus ſhall the Sacramen- 
tal Teſt be taken off by an Eſtabliſhment of the 
Teſt - Act it ſelf, ſo much more effectually, for a- 
voi ding the occaſional Sin attending it. 
That which was intended, is the excluding Diſ- 
ſenters from Offices; which if it be fairly offer'd, 


this one Bill (call'd then the Occaſional Bill) 


Scandalum eſt dict um vel faftum ( and here is a- fus d Judgment could be made of the Matter: 

mum which is dictum & factum) minus rectum, The putting theſe two things together is ſuch a 

præbenruiteri (nd here is-prebens multis] occa- Conſolidation o Eat leaſt 
with the Lords) in one and the ſame Bill. 


iſcopa- 


Man whatſoever out of Office without his offend- 


* 


ASNEVET. 


the firſt ſhould be 4 
ion of the Holy Sacr a- 
ment Fo nd by the means, and only means laid 
down but now, to wit, the taking off the Law 


Ot theſe two Bulls me 
An 


kram geceſlitatiogit,) Mitch ifit vere ſeparately 
'propes'd, would more cha r y paſs into an 
Add, 'hecauſe na OHriſtian Lord ex: Ge 


could find in his Heart to allow willingly the Pro- 


fanation of it, or be unwilling that God ſheuld 


be honour d, and his Cauſe prevail. The other 
ſheald be, A Bill to prevent the Danger which may 
ariſe to the Church or State, in letting Diſſen- 
ters into Offices: And the ſole Point of Debate 
here muſt be, whether indeed there be any ſuch 
Danger as is ſuppos d in it? that is, whether it 
be e Republica (for the Good, and moſt for the 
Good of — eee _ no Perſans but 
nch as go always to Church, and never, toMect- 
ings, be admitted to 'Offic s, vea o f Pf it be 
made appear to be ſo, there is à Principle or 
Ground in Polity, Which is the ene de- 
minium that the Supreme Authority of every 
Nation hath in every thing for the Publick Goods 
which taking place de Jure Privatorm, would 
juſtify that Excluſion : But if that cannot be made 
to appear, there is none elſe ſufficient for it, 
Ii D... ⁊ĩè MEL 
It is in vain to lay down Axioms of Polity 


which are of one's own making, and then argue 


thereupon : Such are theſe, There is a State- 
Religion in every Nation, and it is gt thoſe only 

have Offices that are of that Religion. The Dif. 
ſenters therefore are in this Kin 0 to have no 
Offices, but be turn d all out. This will not do, 
Sir, for the Proof ariſes from ſuch Arguments as 


are Feminine, amounting to this o ys It is {6 - 
But why is it? They ſay it. That is, It is becauſe 
47 is, BE" 5. 7 . + N 2 2 


Let thoſe therefore that have their ſtrong Rea- 
ſons bring them forth, and their Exceptions if 
they have them, to ſhew that any Prejudice has 
befallen the Church or State by the Diſſenters be- 
ing admitted into Offices, from the firſt year of 
the Reign of King William, to the ſeventh year 
of the Reign of this Queen, if they can: If they 
cannot, then let a Bill in God's Name be paſt, 
that the Sin of Occaſional Conformity befor ever 
hereafter prevented; but for the putting an 


ing, or Cauſe fired, let the Contents of that 
Bili be debated, whether it is like to be more a 
doing Wrong, or ſerving the Publick, and every 
Member take heed how he will anſwer toGod and 


2 


his Neighbours for his Vote. 


| Toleration and the Sacramental Teſt are as 
Rome and Carthage; there will be Strife ſo long 
as both ſubſiſt in their Strength. The way there- 


fore to have Peace in the _— 15 to come to 


* ſhould be made two, for elſe no clear and uncon- this Reſolutien, Delenda eſt Carthago. 
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